Reference for Daniel Kish – Echolocation Workshop
Anne Wadsworth is the Vision Outreach Coordinator with the Provincial Resource Centre for the Visually Impaired for BC (the equivalent of Alberta’s MRC). The website is located at www.prcvi.org.  PRCVI and SET-BC are provincially funded outreach programs in BC that serve visually impaired school age children.  PRCVI's primary mandate is to provide provincially recommended learning resources in alternate format, and SET-BC’s is to provide and support the adaptive technology necessary for students with VI or blindness (or physically handicapped or autistic) to meet their educational goals. Anne’s role is one of coordination of services, supporting VI teachers and school districts, research and special projects and providing in-service opportunities.   She spent the first 15 years of her career in Alberta and was at one time a president of ASVI. Anne is pleased to stay connected with some of the Alberta folks that "have been around for a while".  
Anne writes …

We were pleased to have Daniel join us for a professional development day in March.   We had two other presenters addressing other topics (tools and strategies for secondary mathematics and woodworking) and each presenter repeated their session once in order that we could keep groups relatively small and do hands-on activities.   The sessions ran for two and one half hours each - with a 15 minute break. 

In addition, Daniel participated in a video conference we did about a year ago  and there was a great deal of interest in having him come to BC to provide further information, demonstration and some "hands on" training on the part of O and M instructors, VI teachers, parents, para-professionals and students.     We had a good mix of these folks attend the two March sessions (about 15 in each group).   Daniel started off by doing some demonstrations - indoors and outdoors - and his ability to move confidently and safely in new environments (with lots of obstacles) is quite remarkable.   He then presented a relatively basic overview of echolocation principles (what it is, applying echoes to movement, etc.) and demonstrated these with us participating in some group activities as well as having several of the students who are blind use some of the techniques.   In addition he shared with us his hand out "Echolocation: What it is, and how it can be taught and learned."    Feedback from Daniel's sessions was overwhelmingly positive - and we would love to have Daniel come back to work directly with more students and O and M instructors.    He is an excellent presenter and, all in all, quite an awesome guy and a good role model! 

